STRANGE  INTERLUDE

dropped all idea of marriage before he left, how unfair to me
he suddenly decided it would be! Unfair to me! Oh, that's
humorous! To think I might have had happiness, Gordon,
and now Gordon's child . . .

(Then directly accusing him.)

You told him it'd be unfair, you put him on his honour,
didn't you?

PROFESSOR LEEDS
(Collecting himself -zvoodenly.)
Yes. I did it for your sake, Nina,

NINA

(In the same voice as before.)
It's too late for lies!

PROFESSOR LEEDS
(Woodenly.)

Let us say then that I persuaded myself it was for your
ake. That may be true. You are young. You think one
ran live with truth. Very well. It is also true I was jealous
of Gordon. I was alone and I wanted to keep your love. I
hated him as one hates a thief one may not accuse nor punish.
I did my best to prevent your marriage. I was glad when he
died. There! Is that what you wish me to say?

NINA

Yes. Now I begin to forget I've hated you. You were
braver than I, at least.
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